boat review: Hunter 40

Moving from power boats to

yachts can be a difficult transition
but Phil Ross discovers one
owner who found the Hunter 40

a good first choice

MAIN IMAGE:
Roller furling
everything
makes an sasy
short hander.

INSET: Plenty of
space to move
around the side
deck. One has
to be careful as
the hatches are
not suitable for
foot traffic.
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boat review: Hunter 40

Revamped US vacht brand Marlow-Hunter has hit the
ground running with the first inits line of yachts designed
to rejuvenate theiconic craft.

The Hunter 40 debuted this year at both the Sanctuary
Coveand Svdney boat shows. Since the first one rolled off
the US production linein March, Australia has sold two and
there are approximately 50 worldwide so far.

According to Ed Penn at US Yachts in Svdney the H40
is designed specifically for extended cruising and live-
aboard comfort. Marlow-Hunter has focussed on safety
and strong construction for all the models in its World
Destination series of yachts including the H45, H50 and
H50c¢c {centre cockpit).

Seachange
Owners of the review boat were most helpful in outlining
what factors led them to choose the Hunter 40.

Steve Jurd from Sydney was a long-term power boat
owner with some sailing experience. He and his son spent
two years researching what would be the best boat for them
to begin their cruising life.

“We originally looked at 36 footers as being the best to
learn to sail and then upgrade later,” said Jurd. “Bul the
cabin space was the winner on the Hunter.

“I'came out of powered sports cruisers and this boat has
a much better cabin lavout and more spacious.

“For example the galley is way better.”

Indeed the galley is a neat, tight set up with beefy Corian
benchtops and a double burner stove with oven. Hunter even
supply a six-place setting of dishes, bowls and mugs.

Optling for the two cabin lavoul means the aft main berth is
a full queen size bed and includes a separate chair, bench space
and storage compartments.

The aft cabin headroom of 175¢ms maybe something
about yachts with which Jurd is learning to come to grips
but does not detract from his enjoviment, “we probably
won’t move up in boat size as originally planned. [t is
a lifestyle decision.”

In keeping with Hunter’s long held philosophy of cosy
interiors the saloon layout goes against the grain of most
European designs and provides the navigation centre its
own forward facing seal.
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boat review: Hunter 40

SPECIFICATIONS HUNTER 40

Length (m): 12.57

LWL (m): 10.97

Beam (m): 4.01

Draft (m): 2.03

Ballast (kgs): 2481

Displacement (kgs): 83936

Mast height above waterline (m): 18.82
Sail Area (m?): 93.46

Sail area/Displacement: 22.07
Displacement/Length: 188.5
Ballast ratio: 0.28

Theoretical hull speed (knots): 8.04
Transom beam:max beam: 80%
Headroom at mast (m): 1.92
Headroom at berth base (m): 1.75
Base boat price (AUD): $324,000

Review yacht supplied by US Yachts
with thanks.
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View from the
rear shows the
extreme cut
away of the
canoe body at
the aft end of
the boat.

For owner Jurd the twin heads turned oul to be a bit of
a luxury with only two cabins. He would have gone for a
bigger forecabin and only one head if he had considered it
better. Both heads, however, exhibit plenty of elbow room
with security when seated or showering.

Design upgrade
Onourtest day it indeed responded well to the helmin the
light Sydney airs.

Previous Hunter boats [ have tested have the tendency to
tip easily on to its tumblehome before powering forward.

A large flat aft section on the canoe body appears to negate
the old design problem and gives the Hunter a more slippery
feel without digging holes in the water.

Jurd and his son have been receiving sailing training from
the team at US Yachts and intend to take the hoat themselves
coastal cruising to the Whitsundays. “It is easier to sail than
first thought, I ama 61 yvear old with a crook shoulder so we
Kitted the boat up with electric winches and a bow thruster
and now it is perfecl.”

“The guys at US Yachts have been awesome. When looking
at different brands we checked out with other Hunter
owners and not one said anything bad about them.”

The intention is to leave it up north and fly in for some
cruising when time allows.

Easy does it

Topside the vacht includes Marlow-Hunter’s Travel Arch
mainsheeling system which forms the leading edge of
the bimini. This allows freedom of movement around the
large cockpit.

The roller furling jib sheets run straight aft requiring no
tracks on the fore, or side, deck. All other lines and sheets
run either side of the companionway under the dodger with
large storage compartments for line and gear. This means
the skipper has easy access to the jib and the main looks
afteritself.
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Superior UV Resistance
Superior Shape Retention

To ensure we create the best saildoth,

we control the entire production
process — from the fibre, right through
to the weave and finish. =
It's a commitment not so common |
these days, but one we believeis
essential to create the very best
sails that have the performance

and longevity you need.
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boat review: Hunter 40

Plenty of light thro Alarge pop-up table makes the cockpit
the hatches and plenty suilable for entertaining and dining. While
of light at night as well. the dual helm stations provide ease ol
handling and easy access Lo the drop down
hoarding platform and ladder.

Stainless steel stern rail seating provides
a relaxing sealing area for company
underway. There would still be room to
include dinghy davits.

Forward of the cockpit the H40 is
structured for short-hand sailing with
the optional sell-furling sail system.
Alternalively, performance oriented sailors
may choose a standard sail conliguration.

Slab-sided cabin top and spaced upper
and lower shrouds means there is plenty of
space for movement along the side decks.
The standard sails could be easily and salely
handled with the canted handrails and lines
and a good non-skid surlface for mobility.

Both a bimini and a dodger provide
excellent protection in the deep welled
cockpil. Vision [rom the cockpit is still
good and the boom is raised well ofT the
cockpit floor.

Jurd added around $35,000 in optional
extras to suil his capabilities, which for him
makes the Hunter 40 his perfect match. R

40 YEARS AND
STILLON COURSE

Proudly Australian owned, designed and built, our autopilots are tough,
intelligent and rellable.

With 7 models to choose from, Coursemaster Autopilots are ideal for all

Saitwo FT70 New redbt-farction. HDI 0.9 OIS New rodel
Aouch 1emen daploy W&%ﬁ h—#— AUSTRALIAS WORLD LEADER IN
S g8 et wadkh AUTOPILOT TECHNOLOGY

2/64 Lower Gilibes Street Chatseood NSW 2067 Phone (021 9417 52
Contact us for the name of your closest dealer sales@coursemaster.com - www.coursemaster.com
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